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TRANSPORTATION 


“We are very concerned about the impact the project will have on (91) corridor 
travelers who have borne construction delays as well as increasing traffic volume 
in the corridor.” — Anne Mayer, Riverside County Transportation Commission, in a letter to 241 toll road agency 


Rush-hour traffic loads up on the 91near the site of a proposed ramp between its Express Lanes and the 241 toll road. 


OCTAPANEL OPPOSES 
ADDING RAMP AT 241/91 


Added traffic a concern; 
more coordination urged 


By Sean Emery 


semery@scng.com 


SANTA ANA » Orange County Transporta- 
tion Authority staffers fearful of increased 
congestion on the 91 freeway and the ad- 
jacent 91 Express Lanes want 241 toll road 
leaders to pump the brakes on plans for a 
$180 million ramp linking the 241 and the 


Express Lanes. 


And an executive committee, comprising 
seven OCTA board members, on Monday 
backed that opposition, preferring that the 
Transportation Corridor Agencies, which 
manages the 241, defer any work on the 


planned connector. 


Leaders of the Riverside County Trans- 
portation Commission have raised similar 
concerns about the elaborate ramp increas- 


ing traffic and congestion. 


“We are very concerned about the impact 
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Diagram of proposed tolled express connector between the 241 toll road and the 91 Express Lanes. 
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the project will have on (91) corridor trav- 


elers who have borne construction delays 
as well as increasing traffic volume in the 
corridor,” that agency’s executive director, 
Anne Mayer, wrote in a recent letter to 241 


toll road agency leaders. 


The project would create a clear shot 


from the 241, which runs between south 
and north Orange County along its east- 
ern side, to the 91 Express Lanes that roll 
along the middle of the 91 freeway into Riv- 
erside County, bypassing typical freeway 
traffic the entire route for those willing to 


pay tolls. 


The Transportation Corridor Agencies 
touts the 241/91 connector as a way to de- 
crease congestion, create greater efficiency 
for toll lanes and improve safety. 
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IMMIGRATION 


‘Travel 


ban is 
upheld 


for now 


Trump order stands 
while case litigated 


By Mark Sherman 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON » The Supreme 
Court on Monday allowed the 
Trump administration to fully en- 
force a ban on travel to the United 
States by residents of six mostly 
Muslim countries. 

This is not a final ruling on the 
travel ban: Challenges to the pol- 
icy are winding through the fed- 
eral courts, and the justices them- 
selves ultimately are expected to 
rule on its legality. 

But the action indicates that 
the high court might eventu- 
ally approve the latest version 
of the ban, announced by Presi- 
dent Donald Trump in September. 
Lower courts have continued to 
find problems with the policy. 

White House spokesman Ho- 
gan Gidley said the White House 
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LAURA SEITZ — THE DESERET NEWS 


Protesters march during 
President Donald Trump's visit 
to Salt Lake City on Monday. 


INSIDE 


‘Trump shrinks 
monuments 


President Donald Trump 
sharply reduced the size of two 
national monuments in Utah on 
Monday by some 2 million acres, 
the largest rollback of federal 
land protection in the nation’s 
history. NEWS 4 


The president’s latest tweets 
explaining his dismissal of 
national security adviser 
Michael Flynn raise the specter 
of obstruction. But Trump’s 
lawyer says he technically can’t 
obstruct justice. NEWS 3 


GOP Alabama Senate candidate 
Roy Moore, accused of sexual 
misconduct by several women, 
now has the full-throated back- 
ing of the president. NEWS 4 


OBITUARY 


John Anderson, who ran 
for president, dies at 95 


The former Repub- 
lican congressman 
from Illinois bolted 
his party to take on 
Ronald Reagan and 
Jimmy Carter in 
1980, drawing the 
national spotlight 
and a fervent 
following. NEws 8 
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IMMIGRATION 


DACA RECIPIENTS COUNT DOWN 
TO THEIR “EXPIRATION DATE’ 


In plea to legislators, 
‘Dreamers’ highlight 
their time left in U.S. 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


As of Friday, Evelyn Valdez- 
Ward had 680 days before her 
DACA permit expired. 

It’s a countdown she began 
highlighting on Twitter in mid- 
November to show the public 
what will happen if lawmakers 
fail to pass legislation that would 
allow young immigrants like 
herself to legally live and work 
in the United States. 

DACA recipients across the 
nation are taking part in a so- 
cial media campaign that illus- 
trates the number of days left be- 
fore they risk deportation, which 
could cause them to put careers 
on hold or lose the jobs that help 
maintain their families. 

“We essentially have an expi- 
ration date,” said Valdez-Ward, 


24, a second-year doctoral stu- 
dent at UC Irvine’s department 
of ecology and evolutionary bi- 
ology. 

“Everyone (DACA recipients) 
has a different time period left in 
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“Everyone (DACA 

: recipients) Rasa 
different time period 
left in this country, and 
if that doesn’t scare 
people, imagine if you 


hada 


countdown on 


how many days were 
left for you to Stay in 
your home and your life 
the way itis.” 


— Evelyn Valdez-Ward, 24, 
a second-year doctoral student 


at UC Ir 


this country, and if that doesn’t 
scare people, imagine if you had 
a countdown on how many days 
were left for you to stay in your 
home and your life the way it is,” 
she added. 


vine 
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The Deferred Action for Child- 
hood Arrivals, or DACA, pro- 
gram, which has offered depor- 
tation relief and work permits 
to about 800,000 young immi- 
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